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The story of religious toleration is a vital component of the history of Maryland. From the first 
landing at what is now St. Mary's City, the principle of the free practice ofreligion has been a 
cornerstone of Maryland identity; naturally, a large variety of Churches of all denominations can 
be found within St. Mary's County. 
At the St. Mary's County Historical Society, we have a large number of Church and religion 
based documents available. From primary sources records such as journal articles and letters 
from priests and bishops, to microfilm collections of Church records, a series of pamphlets 
prepared by local Churches, and scholarly research on the history of Maryland, the Historical 
Society's Research Center and Library is a terrific place to learn about the history ofreligion in 
St. Mary' s County. 
The following records are available at the St. Mary's County Historical Society. The Society's 
Research Center and Library uses the Dewey Decimal Classification System for its collections. 
Additionally, we have a list of the Churches and other places of worship in St. Mary's County 
including address and contact information. 

General Collection 

"A Centenary for Our Lady of Sorrows,". [277.52 WEL] 

Allen, Ethan. The History of Maryland: To Which Are Added Brief Biographies of 

Distinguished Statesmen, Philanthropists, Theologians, Etc.; Prepared for the Schools 

of Maryland. E. H. Butler, 1866. [975.202 MAR] 

Andrews, Matthew Page. The Founding of Maryland. Baltimore, New York, London: The 

Williams & Wilkins company; D. Appleton-Century company, incorporated, 1933. 

[975.2 AND] 

Basset, Bernard. The English Jesuits: From Campion to Martindale. Gracewing Publishing, 

2004. [271.5 BAS] 
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Bauernschub, John P. Columbianism in Maryland, 1897-1965. First Edition. Maryland State 

Council, Knights of Columbus, 1965. [267.242 BAU] 

Beitzell, Edwin Warfield. The Jesuit Missions of St. Mary 's County, Maryland. 2nd edition. 

Beitzell, 1976. [975.241 BEI] 

Campbell, Douglas. The Puritan in Holland, England, and America: An Introduction to 

American History. New York: Harper & Bros., 1892. [285.9 CAM] 

"Churches,". [277.5 MAR] 

Conley, Rory T. The Truth in Charity: A History of the Archdiocese of Washington. 

Assumed First edition. Strasbourg: Editions du Signe, 2000. [282.979 CON] 

Davis, George Lynn-Lachlan. The Day-Star of American Freedom; Or, the Birth and Early 

Growth of Toleration in the Province of Maryland. New York: C. Scribner, 145, Nassau 

Street, 1855. [975.2 DAV] 

Doub, Charles A. "The History of Education in Saint Mary' s County, Maryland, Prior to 

1900," 1939. [378.242 DOU] 

Egan, Peter J. "St. Francis Xavier Church and Newtown Manor House,". [917.5241 EGA] 

Everett, Win. "St. Andrew' s Parish,". [917.5241 EVE] 

Farge, John La, and Margaret Bourke-White. A Report on the American Jesuits. 1st edition. 

Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 1956. [271.5 LAF] 

Gambrall, Theodore C. Studies in the Civil, Social and Ecclesiastical History of Early 

Maryland. New York: Thomas Whittaker, 1893. [975.202 GAM] 

Garraghan, Gilbert J. The Jesuits of the Middle United States. New York: America Press, 

1938. [217.53 GAR] 
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Hall, Clayton Colman. The Lords Baltimore and the Maryland Palatinate: Six Lectures on 

Maryland Colonial History Delivered Before the Johns Hopkins University in the Year 

1902. Murphy, 1902. [975.202 HAL] 

Hanley, Thomas O ' Brien. Their Rights and Liberties: The Beginnings of Religious and 

Political Freedom in Maryland. Westminster, Maryland: The Newman Press, 1959. 

[975 .202 HAN] 

Hughes, Thomas. History of the Society of Jesus in North America: Colonial and Federal. 

Cleveland: London; New York: Burrows Brothers; Longmans, Green, 1907. [271.5 

HUG) 

"Inventory of the Church Archives of Maryland Protestant Episcopal: Diocese of 

Maryland,". [283 HIS] 

Jacobsen, Phebe R. Quaker Records in Maryland. 1 St Edition. Hall of Records Commission, 

State of Maryland, 1966. [289.6 JAC) 

Joemdt, Clarence V. St. Ignatius, Hickory, and Its Missions. Publication Press, 1972. 

[282.752 JOE] 

Johnson, Bradley Tyler. The Foundation of Maryland: And The Origin of the Act 

Concerning Religion of April 21, 1649. Baltimore: Fund-Publication, No. 18, 1883. 

[975 .202 JOH] 

Loffler, Grace W. "A History of Methodist Churches in St. Mary' s County, Maryland," [287 

HIS] 

McGrath, Francis Sims. Pillars of Maryland. Richmond: The Dietz Press, 1950. [975.2 

McG] 

McKinney, Erva Pardoe. " 150th Anniversary of St. Paul' s United Methodist Church," [287 

MCK] 

r 
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McSherry, James. History of Maryland. Baltimore: John Murphy & Co., Printers & 

Publishers, 1852. [975.2 McS] 

Murphy, Thomas. Jesuit Slaveholding in Maryland, 1717-1838. 1 edition. New York: 

Routledge, 2001. [305.451 MUR] 

Neill, Edward D. Terra Mariae; Or, Threads of Maryland Colonial History. Philadelphia: J. 

B. Lippincott & Co. , 1867. [975.202 NEI] 

Norris, J. Saurin (John Saurin). The Early Friends (or Quakers) in Maryland. [Baltimore]: 

Printed for the Maryland Historical Society by J. D. Toy, 1862. [289.6752 NOR] 

"One Hundredth Anniversary of Grace Church," . [ 277.52 ONE] 

"Research on the Methodist Churches,". [287 BIO] 

Richardson, Hester Dorsey. Side-Lights on Maryland History, with Sketches of Early 

Maryland Families. Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins company, 1913. [975.2 RIC] 

Rightmyer, Nelson Waite, and Church Historical Society (U.S.). Maryland 's Established 

Church. [Publication (Church Historical Society (U.S.)); No. 45] . Baltimore: Church 

Historical Society for the Diocese of Maryland, 1956. [277 .5 RIG] 

Russell, William Thomas. Maryland; the Land of Sanctuary. A History of Religious 

Toleration in Maryland from the First Settlement until the American Revolution. 

Second. Baltimore: J. H. Furst Company, 1908. [975.202 RUS] 

Scharf, John Thomas. History of Maryland: From the Earliest Period to the Present Day. 

Vol. 1. 3 vols. Baltimore: John B. Piet, 1879. [975.2 SCH] 

Skirven, Percy Granger. The First Parishes of the Province of Maryland. Norman, 

Remington Co. , 1923. [975.202 SKI] 
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Smith, C. Ernest. Religion under the Barons of Baltimore; Being a Sketch of Ecclesiastical 

Affairs from the Founding of the Maryland Colony in 1634 to the Formal Establishment 

of the Church of England in 1692. 1st Ed. edition. E. Allen Lycett, 1899. [277.52 SMI] 

"St. Aloysius Gonzaga Catholic Church 300th Anniversary Celebration,". [282.75241 SAI] 

"St. Francis Xavier Church,". [ 282.75241 CAT] 

Steiner, Bernard Christian. Maryland During the English Civil Wars. Johns Hopkins Press, 

1906. [975.202 STE] 

---. The Restoration of the Proprietary of Maryland and the Legislation Against the 

Roman Catholics During the Governorship of Capt. John Hart. Baltimore: Enoch Free 

Library, 1906. [975.202 STE] 

Streeter, Sebastian Ferris. Papers Relating to the Early History of Maryland. J. Murphy, 

1876. [975.202 STR] 

Terrar, Edward F. Liberation Theology Along the Potomac: Labor 's Golden Rule in Early 

American Catholicism. CWPublisher, 2011 . [975.2 TER] 

"The Catholic Directory, Archdiocese of Washington,". [282.9752 OFF] 

"The History of Saint Joseph's Church," . [282.75241 HIS] 

Thomas, James Walter. Chronicles of Colonial Maryland: With lllustrations. Eddy Press 

Corporation, 1913. [975.202 THO] 

Treacy, William P. Old Catholic Maryland and Its Early Jesuit Missionaries. BiblioBazaar, 

2009. [282.75 TRE] 

Walsh, Francis. A Pictorial History of the Saint lnigoes Mission: 1634-1984. Hollywood, 

Md.: St. Mary' s Press, 1984. [282.75241 WAL] 

---. "RESURRECTION:.The Story of the Saint Inigoes Mission" . [271.53 WAL] 

T 

5 



Wentz, Abdel Ross. History of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Maryland of the United 

Lutheran Church in America, 1820-1920. Harrisburg: printed for the Synod by the 

Evangelical Press, 1920. [284.1752 WEN] 

Werline, Albert Warwick. Problems of Church and State in Maryland During the 

Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries. College Press, 1948. [261.7 WER] 

Church Pamphlets 

(See Research Center Consultant) 

1. Dedication of St. Aloysius. 

2. Souvenir of Dedication of Holy Face Church. 

3. St. Aloysius. 

4. St. John's Parish. 

5. Holy Face Church. 

6. St. George's Church. 

7. A Brief History of Hollywood United Methodist. 

8. St. Joseph's Church. 

9. A History of Methodist Churches. 

10. First Friendship United Methodist. 

11. St. Francis Xavier Church. 

12. Our Lady's Parish. 

a. Our Lady's Church. 

13. Saint Francis Xavier Church. 

14. The New Church of the Holy Angels. 

15. St. Paul's United Methodist. 

16. All Saints. 

17. Joy Chapel Methodist Episcopal. 

18. Our Lady of the Wayside. 

19. Sacred Heart Chapel. 

20. St. Francis Xavier. 

21. Holy Face Church. 

22. immaculate Conception Church 
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23. St. George's Episcopal Church. 

24. St. Ignatius ' Church. 

25 . Building on Faith. 

26. A Guide to Historic Episcopal Churches of Southern Maryland. 

27. A Brief History of All Faith Parish and Church. 

Microfilm 
(See Research Center Consultant) 

MF-RD-001: Selected Documents from the Archives of the Maryland Province of the Society of 
Jesus, Index. (Includes letters to and from Missions.) 

MF-RD-002: Selected Documents from the Archives of the Maryland Province of the Society of 

Jesus, Documents Selected from the Archive Boxes l .A to 2.zz3 

MF-RD-003: Selected Documents from the Archives of the Maryland Province of the Society of 
Jesus, Documents Selected from Archive Boxes 3A.l to 6.7 

MF-RD-004: Selected Documents from the Archives of the Maryland Province of the Society of 
Jesus, Documents Selected from Archive Boxes 7 to l0A-1.3 

MF-RD-005: Selected Documents from the Archives of the Maryland Province of the Society of 
Jesus, Documents Selected from Archive Boxes 13A.1. 7 to 50.z.10 

MF-RD-006: Selected Documents from the Archives of the Maryland Province of the Society of 
Jesus, Documents Selected from Archive Boxes 51.A.1 to 55.2.6 

MF-RD-007: Selected Documents from the Archives of the Maryland Province of the Society of 

Jesus, Documents Selected from Archive Boxes 63A.l. H.4 to 100.z.7 

MF-RD-008: Part I: Genealogical Data, Jefferson County, KY. Part II: Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery Co. , Mass Bay Colony, 1637-1774. Part III: Sacramental Register of Revs. Mosley and 
Bolton, 1763-1902. 

MF-RD-009: Part I: The Diary of Father James Walton, S.J. A List of Baptisms in St. Mary' s 
County, MD, from 1765 thru August 1794. Part II: Woodstock Letters Index, Volumes 1-80, 

1872-1951 . 
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MF-RD-010: Extracts from Woodstock Letters, Volumes X-XVII. 

MF-RD-011: Extracts from Woodstock Letters, Volumes XVIII-XXII (1889-1893). Thomas, 
Brooke, Mackenzie, Boarman Families 

MF-RD-012: Extracts from Woodstock Letters, Volumes XXXI-XXXVIII (1902-1909). 

MF-RD-013: Correspondence between Rev. John Brady of Wm. and Mary and St. Andrew 
Parishes and Rev. Leonard Edelen of Newtown Parish, 1819. Extracts of Woodstock Letters Vol. 
XXII-XXX. The Jesuit Missions of St. Mary' s County by Edwin Beitzell (book on shelf). 

MF-RD-014: Church Records: Catholic -All Parishes, 1819-1880. Episcopal: St. Andrew's 
1833-1866; 1857-1878; 1899-1922; 1941-1948. Tax Records: 1810-1815. 

MF-RD-015: History of Worsell Manor, Cecilton, Cecil County, MD. St. Andrew's Episcopal 
Parish Register, Indexed by M. Poole, 1744-1816. 

MF-RD-016: St. Andrew's Parish Records, 1844-1916, Index to Register: Abell to Payne 

MF-RD-017: St. Andrew' s Parish Records, 1844-1916, Index to Register: Payne to Wooton. 

MF-RD-018: All Faith Parish, St. Mary's County, Vestry Minutes, 1692-1772; Vestry Minutes 
1720-1754; Vestry Minutes 1753-1820 

MF-RD-019: All Faith Parish, St. Mary' s County, Vestry Minutes and Financial Record, 1819-
1892; Register, Vestry Minutes, and Financial Records 1856-1870 

MF-RD-020: All Faith Parish (Episcopal), St. Mary' s County Parish Register, 1856-1904 

MF-RD-021: All Faith Parish, St. Mary' s County, Vestry Minutes E, 1893-1960 

MF -RD-022: All Faith Parish, St. Mary' s County, St. Mary ' s Chapel Register. Part 1 : 1906-
1951 Register of Communicants, Baptisms, Confirmations, Burials, and Marriages. Part 2: 
Chapel Register, St. Mary' s Episcopal Chapel, New Market, 1951-1965 

MF-RD-023: All Faith Episcopal Parish, St. Mary' s County, Register, Indexed. Part 1: 1905-
1925. Part 2: 1930-1965. Part 3: 1965-1975. Part 4: Vestry Minutes, 1960-1974 
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MF-RD-024: Christ Church, Chaptico, King and Queen Parish Church Collection, 1799-1982, 

Part 1 

MF-RD-025: Christ Church, Chaptico, King and Queen Parish Church Collection, 1799-1982, 

Part 2 

MF-RD-026: St. George ' s Episcopal Church Records, William and Mary Parish, 1799-1914. 
Trinity Episcopal, St. Mary' s City prior to 1851 . Some missing pages. 

MF-RD-027: Methodist Church Records, St. Mary' s Circuit, 1894-1903, 1906-1921 , 185 7-

1889, 1890-1908 

MF-RD-028: Church Cemetery Lists for Joy Chapel Methodist; St. Paul' s Lutheran, Hollywood 
Nazarene, All Saints Episcopal, Galilee Methodist, Mt. Calvary Methodist, Bethel Methodist, St. 

Joseph' s Catholic, St. Paul's Methodist, St. John' s Catholic, St. Andrew' s Episcopal, and Sacred 

Heart Catholic 

9 




